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WHAT IS MY RELATION TO MY FELLOW MEN? 
By JoHN BRISBEN WALKER. 


INE-TENTHS of the readers of this page regret the misery which 

N they find in the world about them—which their less fortunate 

brothers and sisters are compelled to endure. They would gladly 
relieve unhappiness, they would make sacrifices if necessary to help 
others. 

But how? 

And not being able to answer this inquiry satisfactorily, ti:ev go on 
with their daily lives, wishing for the betterment of the unfortunate, bt 
accomplishing not a great deal. 

They give in charity ; 

They do acts of kindness ; 

They help with advice ; 

They do something toward lifting up the world. 

But the important evils which lie at the root of nearly all the world’s 
misfortunes the average man or woman does little or nothing to correct. 

The majority do not even recognize the cause of the evils by which 
they are surrounded, or concede in the slightest degree their personal 
responsibility. 

But if they would recognize things as they really are, if they would 
feel free from all moral responsibility for the wretchedness of others, they 
must get at the bottom of the causes of prosperity and failure. 

It is not necessary here to argue this matter from the standpoint of 
personal interest. The most prosperous business man, looking over the 
statistics, recognizes his danger, because more than ninety per cent. of 
the men who go into mercantile or manufacturing pursuits, so the records 
show, fail at one time or another. ‘The world is full of wrecks of men 
who have been actively engaged in affairs, have done splendid work, 
until at some time along in life came disaster—perhaps too far toward 

the close to retrieve. The cheap boarding-houses hide endless families 
which were at one time enjoying great prosperity. I recollect encounter- 
ing, on a trip across the continent, a young lady of distinguished family 
whose father had been born to an estate of more than ten millions. 
Her return to New York was due to the theatrical company, with which 
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she was then engaged, pooling their few dollars of capital and helping 
one another home. Even if we ourselves feel sure that life will hold no 
financial surprises for us, we must nevertheless feel regard for our chil- 
dren or grandchildren, who may by chance be cast among the world’s 
less fortunate ones. 

But this consideration is not necessary here, because each one is 
inspired to an extent, greater or less, by a noble desire to aid others—a 
desire which so often amounts to nothing because we do not know 
where to begin. 

What is the fundamental cause of the prosperity of all peoples ? 

Or of their wretchedness ? 

Every one knows that in certain provinces of Asia there is misrule, 
and there are at the same time poverty and misery and crime. 

Yet in Switzerland, ina land not one-tenth so productive as these 
same Asiatic provinces, there are to be found comfort and content and 
integrity, and peaceful, happy lives. 

What makes the vast gulf between these two peoples ? 

It is simply a matter of government. 

One people ruled by selfishness, by lack of principle, by brutality, 
wasting their opportunities through ignorance ! 

The other people, ruled by themselves, intelligently, with an under- 
standing of their advantages, making the most of their naturally scanty 
soil, and each doing his duty as his brother’s keeper—encouraging by 
legislation the development of every resource, including that of the mind, 
by education; preventing the use of dangerous drugs; encouraging 
economy and sobriety; protecting the weak woman from the strong man ; 
discouraging the craze of the gambler, and giving every aid to the 
upbuilding of character in the people; working out by constantly 
perfected ideals Lincoln’s government “of the people, by the people, for 
the people.” 

It is time for us of the United States to wake up. We cannot go on 
corrupting the youth by examples of graft unchecked, permitting the 
gambling habit to take possession alike of society and of the slums, tol- 
erating, even with a claim, the acquisition of great fortunes stolen by 
littles from the very poor. 

We cannot permit all this without endangering the foundations of a 
republican form of government. Because a republic is possible, as Napo- 
leon said, only to a people of high intelligence and high character. And 
presently there may come a time when corruption will so have taken 
possession of legislative halls, so intimidated the press, so insidiously 
weakened the judiciary and the people themselves, that there will be no 
one left to defend the ideal of the republic. 
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If one-tenth of the men and women of this country should resolve to 
do their duty earnestly and fearlessly in securing good legislation, in 
sending good men to office, in themselves knowing what good legislation 
means, the crying evils of the day would quickly disappear. 

Nine-tenths of all crime is the result 

Either of too great riches or of too little, 

Of ‘* Monstrous Opulence” or ** Monstrous Poverty.” 

Great wealth seldom does otherwise to those who achieve it than to 
corrupt them or those who come after them; and poverty is a biting 
whip which drives to ignorance and crime. 

Every time, reader of this page, you kuow of unrelieved poverty, of 
misery, of crime, do not try to excuse yourself of responsibility unless 
you are giving your fullest efforts toward driving corruption out of gov- 
ernment, preventing the preying of the strong through unjust franchises 
upon the unfortunate, forwarding the highest education of the people’s 
children, and doing all in your power to secure the best possible wages 
to labor, so that there may be, not great wealth to the few, but moderate 
wealth to the many. 

You do not see how to help? 

Then select as your leader some one whom you regard as acting 
unselfishly and having a clear view of the public interest. Put yourself 
under his direction ; contribute to those things calculated to benefit the 
government, to give clear conceptions of things; circulate books which 
open the eyes of the public and raise up their ideals; and, above all, go 
to the humblest primaries ; or if you have no vote, have your husband or 
sweetheart go, and see to the selection of good men for office ; keep posted 
on legislation in process of enactinent ; study men and measures and pro- 
test against the bad! 

All this requires time and effort. Of course you cannot have some- 
thing for nothing. 

But if you do not give it time, be sure that you have failed, and take 
to your conscience as a direct personal responsibility 

The unfortunate woman in the slums ; 

The overworked creature in the sweat-shops ; 

The youth ruined in the gambling-houses, 

And the misery of the tenements. 

These are all, in a measure, your creations, because you will not 
study questions of good government, because vou let prejudice and igno- 
rance guide you at the polls, because you prefer a l:fe of comfortable 
pharisaism to getting out amongst your fellow men and laboring to per- 
fect that magnificent ideal of a Republic under which you have had the 
great good fortune to be born. 








